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Bielsko~Biala is the center of the Polish textile industry., There are about

120 or 130 textile mills located here which perform all steps in the pro-
cessing, spinning and weaving of wool, cotton and linen. Because there
were so many mills located in Bielsko, clothing was more plentiful than in
other Polish cities., It was, however, expensive., A good, wool suit cost
about 1200 - 1300 zlotys, the equivalent of the average factory worker's
wages for two months.

The food situation was poor in Bielsko, but better than in most Polish
cities, It was still necessary to stand in line for hours in order to
purchase any item of food sold by the state shops., Most people preferred
to buy from the farmers since they had a wider selection and their prices
were slightly lower than the state stores. In June 1951, one kilo of
butter cost 26 - 30 zlotys'in étate shovs;.most mea$, sboutll2 zlotys per
kilo; eggs, one zlotys.each and yilk; 1% zlotys a'liter,®

there was a one to two million zloty shortage in
the funds of the government food shops. There was little black market
activity because of the strict controls., Since 1950, the death penalty
was imposed on anyone convicted of illegal traffie in foreign currency.

There were frequent shortages of water in the Bielsko-Biala district,
which were due to the increase of water consumption over the
pre-war level, At noon on weekdays, there was hardly any water pressure
throughout the city. | work was in progress to
supply water from Porabka (LOLON-191LE). | pipes
lying along the road to this village.
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he A critical housing shortage existed in the area, even though about 20 thusa.nd
'’ factory workers did not live in the city and commted from various
surrounding villages. In July 1951, an order was issued by the city
which fixed the number of square msters of living space for each inhabi-
tant, A single person was permitted eight square meters; a woman with
one child, 11 square meters; students also were allowed 11 square meters,

e Points listed hereunder refer to overlay, City Plan of Bielsko-Biala, & copy
ofawhich is avaiﬂ.ab}.e at CIA Map Library. ‘

,Point il MAIN RATINAY STATION, It was about 100 x 30 x 5 meters, of
1light brick, with a dark-red tile roof. There were about 12
tracks at the station, It handled passengers and freight,
the latter consisting primarily of the products of the
Bielsko textile mills.

 #2 BIALA RATIWAY STATION, This was a small, somewhat dilapidated
station, 40 x 10 x 5, of light brick, with a dark-red tile roof,
. There were about five tracks at the station. _\
#3 BIALA-LIPNIK STATION. -A wooden shed sbout five by five meters
. with a low-pitched, gable-type, wooden roof, This station was
. uged primarily by factory workers. , ,

.#4 STARE BIELSKO RAILWAY STATION. This was the same sort of
. - building as described in point #3, It was used by suburban
dwellers travelling to and from. the city.

#5 TOWN HALL., A long "U" shaped building facing southeast, of
réd brick with a red tile roof., It was about 70 m in the
front; the wings were about eight meters wide. It was used
for city administrative offices.

#6 CITY COMMUNIST PARTY HEADQUARTERS. A four story building,

. about 30 x 20 x 25 m, built of brick and plastered gray. It
had a flat roof and housed various Communist Party offices,
including those of the press, housing and agriculture.

#7 DISTRICT COMMUNIST HEADQUARTERS, It was a former factory-
owner's houae, built in "baronial® style, about 20 x 15 x 20,
two-stories, of brick covered with white plaster. There was
a tower in the center of the building,

#8 BUILDING OF THE "UB" (Urszad Bezpieczensm). A house occnpied
. by the Polish Secret Police; brick, covered with white plaster,
about 25 x 15 my it had two stories. It had a red tile, gable~
" type roof. It cuntained offices and what were commonly called
#tinterrogation cellars®, _

#9 CIVIL POLICE HEADQUARTERS, A brick building covered with
. white plaster, about 30 x 15 x 15 m. Its cellars contained
cells .for the contenporary detention of civil offenders.

#10 BIALA POLICE HEADQUARTERS, A former apartment house, about
. 30 x 20 x.12 my; with a flat roof. It was generally believed
‘that there was considerable UB activity here.

‘#10a OLD BIALA POLICE HEADQUARTms A brick building, covered
. with ¥dirty gray” plaster, about 25 x 10 x 9 m with a red
tile, gable-type.roof. Used as a civil police station.

f BIELSKO MAIN FIRE STATION, ' A brick building, ‘covered with
gray plaster, with a red tile, gable-type roof. The first
floor garaged 15 fire engines; they were Krup and Chevrolet-
type eng:l.nes.
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BIALA FIRE STATION. This building was of yellow brick, about

30 x'10 x 8 m, with a high-pitched, gable-type roof of red
tile, In the sprin; of 1951, [ |seven fire trucks here. 50X1

POST OFFICE, A tria.ngular "ﬂat.iron-t.ype" buildings sides,
about 50 m long; fromt, about 10 m across; brick, covered with
cream-colored plaster; a red tile; gable~type roof; a small
clock tower rose above the roof,.

BIELSEO MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL. A unit made uvp of five two-stor
buildings situated in a park, These buildings were constructed
of red brick, with red tile, gable-t.ype roafs.

BIALA HOSPITAL, A.n #I" ghaped building, ahout 120 m long,

with end wings abou}p_ L0 m longs two stories high; brick,

covered with white plaster, with a red tile, gable-type roof.

This was a general hospital. 50X1
C PONER STATION, The only power stqtion in the city.
wo smokestacks about 30 m tall,

CITY GAS PIANT. With two large storage taqkse 50X1

,ARTILI.EBI‘ GARRISON, About 400 x 300 m housing the Jednostka

Wojskowa No. 1063 Regiment. The b the 1st 50X1
World War., In May of 1951, 12 men
[ | built a small-arms range here on the southern edge of

the garrison, The buildings were bullt of red brick, single 50X1
story, except for the Hq buillding and the EM mess hall.  This

post was commanded by a Russian in Polish uniform., These officers

were changed every three to four months; the last officer

held the rank of Major. "medium~calibre©, 50X1
Soviet 2 guns here, ] there were plans to 50X1
renovate a.ll the buildings in the garrison in the summer of 951.

March and April, 50X1
Soviet vehicles in this garrison.

s . 50X1
FORMER INFANTRY GARRISON, ‘Used to house young female apprentices
who worked in various factories in Bielsko, It was rumored that
this was a female political indoctrination center: However, the 501

apprentices were to be moved out by the end of June 1951 and

Soviet troops moved in, Renovation of the buil s and- the
' 1 began in May of 1951, 50X1
Soviet airmen were to come here.
e

2 bulldings were brick, covered wi

with pable-type roofs of red tile. ‘ 50X1
i people were being moved out of private dwellings in
the area of this garrison to make room for incoming troops. 50X1

MBISPOLM SCREW AND BOLT FACTORY. The largest factory of its kind
in Polend; it was of pre-war construction, about 100 m long, one-
story, red brick, with a sawtooth-type roof made of red tiles,
this factory employed 3000 workers. It was supposed 50X1
to have procured material from Silesia and to have exported a
large part of this production to the satellites,

“BISPOL® SCREW AND BOLT FACTORY, Five buildings, all still
wnder construction in June 1951, About 1/4 of the plant was
in production when I left, The main production building was
about 300 x 30 x 7 m, with interior supperts in the form of
brick colums, This building was built of reinforced concrete,
with a low-pitched, gable-type roof of concrete, It had
windows along its front, spaced at intervals of roout L4 m.

{
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The plan was to move the majority of the workers from the other
factory, (#20) into this plant. the director df this T 50x1
factory ch 1951 | ‘wore a Polish Army 50X1
uniform, \he held the rank of majors =
'TEXTILE MACHINERY MANUFACTURING PLANT, Called Befama (Bielnkn s0x1

Fabryks Maszyn) atter 1949; formerly known as Josephy..
large, rectangular building about 150 m long, 100 m wide and

" three stories high..  Built of light-colored, reinforced concrete;

)

#26

#21
o8
#29
#30
#31

#33

flat roof with skylights, | it had about 2,000 50X1

. emiployees, . Under the Cerman occupation it manufactured "pom-

pom® type antidircraft ginse | it was to 50X1
have a n:llitary director.

PUMP- FACTORY., Before the war it was called’ Schmeyer; about -
1949, it was renamed for a Polish Communist. Brick building, .
covered with light-colored plaster.

ELECTRIC MOTOR FACTORY,  Produced various sizés of electriec

motors, - About 100 x 25 x 14 m; three stories. 'An old brick

building covered with eream—oolored plaster; a low-pitched,

g:’ble-ty?k; roof made of woods Up to 1949, it was called
slalaski.

BOX FACTORY, “Called Meva, about 120 x 25 x'12 m; brick with

with Peinforéed concrete pillarsj flat roof. 50X1
that there were 200 - 300 employees. :

GOVELIWENT EREWERY, Called Beskit, A bullding about 70 X

30 %-15 m; brick, éovered with cream—colored plaster; a red

tile, gnblo-type roofs

GLIDER FACTORY, Waraztaty Szybowcowe, This factory wis to
iiove 1o Biélsko/Aleksandrowice airfield in August 1951, It was
an°o1d, woodén building about 50 X 20 x'li mj wooden Foof covered
Wwith tap papier. This was & comblinéd testing and constiuction

.plant manufacturing and testing prototype glidérs,” Its'

diréctor whs (fni) Tokarzewski, an ardent Commnist, This
fictory had dbout 100° employees, It manufactured single-seat,
and only cccasionally, twin-place gliders.

ERTCKYARD, About 70 m long snd 25 m wids,

BB.IGKIARD (See #27)

SANILL, Avout 60 x 30 x 12 mg brick. It produced lumber
exelusively for cona'hruction purposes.

FRICKYARD. About 500, mxgogth of the glider factory (#26).
mium 'ERICKYARD.

Bunm-ourrmunm. About150130x10-=15m. )

HAT FACTORY. The largest hat factory in Poland, Called ‘Bister,

Abotut 100 m long, 30 m wide and' three stories high, . Built of
brick, éovered with light plaster; flat, wooden roof with

” ‘migylights,

3

#3

HAT FACTORY, (Seo #33)

LINEN FROCESSING AND' WE‘WING PI.ANT Oalled Iaen.ko. About’ 100 x
30°x 10 m; red hirick; blick; sheet metal, gable-type roo.f. I*b
employed about 500 people. . '

|
" v”“ . d |
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TEXTILE MILL, About 70 x 30 x lh mg br:Lck, covered with white
plas’oer, ‘a gable-type roof covered with tar paper. It specialized

‘in articles made of webbing. ) o i _
_SPINNING MILL, Called Trojkat W Kole, It made woolen thread

end yarn, About 70 x 30 x 12 m; reinforced concrete; low-
pitched, gable~type roof with skylights.

SPINNING MILL, Spun both woolen and cotton threads. About
70 x 30 x 8 m; brick coversd with & light-colored plaster;
wooden, gable-»ty'pe rooi‘ qovered with tar papere

SPINNING MILL. Spun both woolen and cotten threads. About
50 x'20 x 8 meters; brick, covered with light-colored
plaster; wooden, gablemtype roof covered with tar papers

SPINNING MILL. 'Spun woolen and cotton threads, About 50 m
long, 25 m wide; two stories.” Built of brick, covered with
& light-colored plaster; wooden, gable=type roof covered
with tar papers ) \

SPINNING MILL. Spun woolen and cotton threads. About '50 x 30
%8 m; red brick; wooden, gable=type roof covered with tar

paper. . . .

STREEICAR TERMIVAL; A "U" shaped building, the inside of the
2U®.was about SO m, the grms about 20 mj red brigkj roof was
covered with tar paper, About 16 tracks led intp the terminal.
CATHOLIC CEMETERY,

CATHOLIC CEMETERY.

PROTESTANT (LUTHERAN) CEMETERY.

PROTESTANT (LUTHERAY) CEVETERY.

SWIMMING ‘POOL. 'LBoﬁt"SO':ﬁ 30 m, A public pool with a
pavillion and restauwrant,

JEWISH C?:MEI’ERL

PARK.

RIVER PARK. ‘ )

LAKE, Swampy; it had water only in wet seasons, Glay--was taken
from here for the brickyards in the city. ) ' ) _
WORKERS HOUSING FROJECT. Built in 19493 consisted of six to seven
buildings of various sizes, all two stories, Fach unit had two
rooms, a kitcheén and a very small bathroom, Brick, covered

with cream-colored plaster; sheel metal roofso '

COMMUNIST YOUTH HOUSING FROJECT, Built in 1950; one buildmg,

about 100 x 30 = 4O 'm; two stories, "Brick, covered with cream-
colored plaster. It housed about 500 youths. .

WORKERS ™ HQUSING PROJEET. Still under construction in June 1951.,
About 30 houses of " various s:.zes ;and shapes; red tlle roofs.

(See point #52) "

o
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WORKERS HOUSING PROJECT. Six houses of various sizes and 'shapes;
two storiess red tile foofs., This project was still under con-
struction in June 1951.,

BUS TERMINAL. A squaye oppos:.te the railroad terminal, Buses ~
from Katowice and ths south generally arrived and departed here.

NEW STREETCAR LINE, ~Supposed to have been caompleted 22 Jul SZ_L,

It was t6 follow Piasjowska Street from the railroad station

For about two kilomet}rso Tt had a loop at the end for return
trips. e
MARGARINE PROCESSING ;’IANT."‘ ‘About 50 m lohg, 30 m wide; one floor,
Dark red brick; gable-type roof covered with tar papers
MARGARINE FROCESSING PLANT. This plant was heing Tebuilt in-

June 1951, Called Polski Zaklady Tluszcézow, About 100 m long,

Lo m wide; two floors. Brick; wooden roof cavered with sheel
metale

MARKET PLACE,  Abeut §0 x. 50 m, partia.uy covered with cobble-
gtones and cinders,’ general market for farmers from the
gurrounding willagas Vho came here on Wednesd’ays and Saturdeys
to gell their goods. B o .
BIALA MARKET PLACE. About 200 x 100 m; covered with concrets.
Farmers from surround’.ng villages brought their produce here.

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH:; The largest church in the area. Sandstone;

‘had & tower about 35 @ high,

LENIN STREET. The majn street of the city; unt.il March 1951,

it was known as BEgo Maja Street. About 12 m wide, surfaced with
cobblestones., A- streetcar line followed this street.

PIATOWSKA STREET., A -new streéetcar line, installed in the spring
of 1951, followed this street., An important ¢ity bypass for
tracks comlhg ¥rom Katowice going to Czechoslovakia,  Surfaced

“with cobblestones and macadam.

MAIN ROAD TO KATOWICE AND WARSAW, About 10 m wide; was
surfaced with cobblestones, CalledA.rmii ,959,1',‘_',‘????3,' o

MAIN ROAD TO THE CZECH BORDER., About eight meters wide;
surfaced with cobblestones, In excellent condi'b:l.on.

VATN ROAD TO KRAKOW, Called ngo Listopada, surfaced with
cobblestones, about eight meters wide, A

ROAD TO ZYWIEG_.; Called Zywiecka, about eight meters wide, coverad
with cobblestones as far as the city limits; after this point; it
was macadamized,

SHOPPING CENTER, Called Rynek. About 150 x 150 m, covered with
erushed rock and bordered by various types of shops. .
FREEDOM SQUARE, Calléd Flac Wolnosci. About 150 x 150 m, Used
for politicsl ralliess |
SQUARE, "’Called"chrobfy. " The Bie‘lék‘o center for political demon-
strations, comminist rallies and loudspesker propaganda, About
90 x 90 m,

SECRET/SECURITY l’NFQRMATION stcﬁf T
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SQUARE, Gm?d Smplki. Triangular; sbout 100 x 50 x 120 3

SQUARE, ' Called Zwirko and Wigura, Triangular;
about }00 x 100 x 60 m; surfaced with cobﬁles‘honos.

DLUGA STREET. Abopt six meters _wide; covered with cobblestones.

EAZIMIGRZA WIELKIEGO STREET. About six to seven me'bers wide;
surfaced with cobbleatonea. o

RZEZmﬁ STEEET A'bou'ﬁ 10 m wide; surfaged with cinders.
Named te:r a slanghtorhouse located on the strest.

KIHIGZA STBELT Abou't. eight mtm wide; macadamized
emr:ts.c'°

KRASIRKTEGO STREET. About 11 m ln'.da, surtaced wit.h cobble-
stone, . B .
SLOWACKIEGO STREET, About 12 m wide; surfaced with cobblo—
stotie,” ‘It bad & prison, a courthouse;.scliéols and & public
hall uged for political rallies and dmce!

SOBIES;IEGO STBZEE‘IQ About 10 m wide; surtaced ﬂth
¢obblegtone, Lined with dwelling houses, The infantry
gu"ris';n was here; (See point #19)

SQUARE, Called Plic Zwyciestwa, Covered an arés aboub
2500 m;we mteru; surfaced vith uneven stones. -

BIALKA RIVER. "About 10 m wide. There was no possibility -
for navigation. e 50X1

RATIROAD TO KATOWICE, Double-tracked.‘ Cdrried heavy
'brai'ﬂau WJahuary 1951 tHat the Soviets

wéte building a lafge railroad junction f£ér military =~
puirposés 1ead1ng from Diledzice (L9SS5N-1901E) into a forest
which lay to the “wbst sotth west.”
that another important new junction was td be built Ieu
than 10 km from Biblako. .

50X1

RATIROAD LINE TO KRAKOW. Single-~track nﬂe;m gdbd

condition,. o Lo

RAIIROAD LINE TO cmsm, S:u’igle—track J_{ne, in good
condition, .

RATLROAD LINE TO' zﬁmx: Singlentrack liﬂe, ‘in good :
: mxﬁition, “The 1ihe passed under the clty” Tor ibout 200 me

MAIN FACTORY OF THE TEXTILE KOMBINAT" MARIANA EUCZKA. One_»_ ) '

bailding;, about 120 x 120 x 8 - 10 m., Red birick; saw-

tooth type roof with skylights spacéed along the serratiotis,

Avout 300 people Were amployed here.  Surrounded by a barbed

wire fence, except in fromt, where it was protected by a
wire mesh fence, both about three meters high.

SUBSIDIARY FACTORY OF THE KOMBINAT MARIANA BUCZKA.

gﬂy—plutered, brick builddng, about 120 x.120 x 15 m, two
floorsy low-pitched, gable~type roof cavered with tar paper.
About ﬁoo people were empioyed here, Syrrounded by a brick

- wall about five meters high.

~ SEORET
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/'- Map call nu.mbers 75136-R." To borrow call‘

'destroyod 1y the Gemiin‘,‘“ 6%

'A'bout 20 n long, 12 nwidn and

SECRET/SECU‘RI‘_I’Y INFORMATION ‘EPRET 50X1
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omm FACTORY OF THE KOMBINAT MARTANA BUCZKA. Bel:).eved to’ be

" snother’ factory of the Kombinat.,. Two-story buildimg, about

100 & long 20 i wide; red h;-ick, low-pitched, gablq-type roof,
covcred with tnr papen _

IOOI.EN’ MILL." About 100 = 200 m x 25 x 15 Ry Brick, covered
‘with grey plaster; reddish, sheet metal gable-type roof.

About 300 people workod herp. S

RAJIRQAD mmcm Simple, ateerl span on the lins te !atuwioo.
About 50 m long, 5 m wide apd 6 m higho

VIADUCT OVER THE RATIROAD LINE TO CIESZYN. ~Reinforced ‘concréate;
ibout 20 m long, 12°m wide’ and 8 mbhigh, Thers wag a almple

plidrd rall on both §ides of the viaduct. All héavy traffic
from Bielsko to Katowice hag to pass over this via@ue‘b.

RABRIDGEUWBRI?BONI.EETOW A sjiple, wooden
bridges Being reconstrueted of heavy steel girders. §

CORCRETE BEEGE A niew’ & "ture “built to replace the ome
enad on 1 Miy 51, About 20 .m

lohg, 12 m' wide and 5 m sbove the waier. A single span.

' Iﬂportan’c becaudé of its proximity to various factories and

to the min riﬂren.d station,

comm mmcsn. New bridge completed in the abtuim of 19&9.
o?s sbove the 'qratsr. ‘

50X1

eend = -
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